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J. Pittau

My sincere congratulations on the occasion of the
nineteenth annual Sophia Drama Festival,

Among the many forms of extracurricular activities
at Sophia, this Drama Festival has a very special mean-
ing. Sophia University has placed great emphasis on
language education from its very early days, and now
more than ever students are studying foreign languages
diligently in order to respond to the need for language
ability in today’s international society. The wonders of
technology take us to far corners of the world and to
metropolitan centers where we are actual witnesses -of
events taking place. Yet despite such electronic wonders
mankind still witnesses a strange failure in communica-
tions and a lack of understanding of one another. Com-
munications through the written word and radio and
television use secondary channels of communication,
To a large extent they leave the recipient a passive
observer and do not provide the impact or the imme-
diate experience of personal witness or observation.

Drama is an artistic field which offers a dimension
of shared human experience unequalled by any of the
mass media, From the viewer’s standpoint there is an
immediacy and an engagement with personalities seldom
possible through the limited dimensions of radio or of
movies. For the performers there is the opportunity of
sharing feelings and emotions directly with people and
not merely with klieg lights and cameramen.

The Play Festival offers a remarkable opportunity
for students to broaden their abilities in effective com-
munication by presenting -not merely an event or a
certain amount of information, but a full personality.
Even more remarkable is the opportunity to do this
through another’s role, through the character one por-
trays on the stage. The richness and growth and profit
of this experience is shared both by performers and
audience.

Congratulations to all of those, both on the stage
and behind it, who have again used the Play Festival as
a means of developing their own personalities and po-
tential. In a world of growing technological wonders we
come to realize more and more the absolute necessity
of developing the human component, the warm and
immediate and understanding interaction of person with
person.
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Tres matrimonios inseparables; ejemplares,
celebran hoy el decimoctavo aniversario de sus
bodas. Afio tras afio se han venido reuniendo
sin falta en esta fecha tinica. Vestidos de eti-
queta, brindan, charlan, bromean. Son felices.
Pero en su alegria hay una pequefia sombra. El
padrino de sus bodas y amigo entrafiable el
solteron Gustavo Ferran, falta a esta cita por
vez primera. ;Qué le ha podido pasar? Un
telegrama anuncia el desastre del avion en que
viajaba. A partir de ese momento van a sucederse
toda una serie de descubrimientos sensacionales
y dolorosos. Javier recuerda poseer un docu-
mento sellado, escrito por.Ferran y dirigido a sus
tres amigos para que sea leido a su muerte.
Javier lo hace y entonces comprenden estupe-
factos que sus tres esposas no habian sido tan
fieles como parecian, ni Ferrin tan buen amigo
como ellos creyeran.

La pieza adquiere caracteres de tragedia;
tragedia que se torna aln mas hiriente, porque
Ferrin no han muerto... De un comienzo feliz se
precipita inconteniblemente en una atmosfera
tensa, cada vez més irrespirable hasta la Gltima
escena de una inquietante ambigliedad.

El drama es seco, realista. Las frases pro-
fundamente poéticas, tan abundantes en otras
obras de Casona, estdn aqui ausentes. No ob-
stante, se pueden espigar algunas que se nos
quedan profundamente grabadas en el alma:
“Pero... ;qué importa la raiz oscura? Si las flores
sofiaran con las raices, solo sofiarian estiércol”
-“Y sin embargo, el estiércol es la verdad pro-
funda de la rosa”. -““Pero no es la inica; hay otra
verdad mas alta: su voluntad de belleza y de sol”.

La comedia, en tres actos, fue estrenada en
Buenos Aires, por la compaifiia de Lola Mem-
brives, el 18 de Abril de 1941.
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