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Ajase and the “Diseases of Masculinity”
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This paper deals with the social context of the bond between mother
and child, specifically between mother and son' Focusing on the
extremely popular and controversial television drama [ » & & 7 7= 7}
iF & 72572 (I Have Loved You All Along), aired in 1992 on Japan’s
TBS television network, I will argue that the protagonist Fuyuhiko

1 This paper is part of a pannel on the Ajase Complex : A Psychoanalytic Model, with
Okonogi Keigo and Andra Alvis, delivered at the Association for Asian Studies, Session 28,

in Honolulu, 1996.
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embodies what one could call a modern example of the Ajase Complex®.

Like the prince of the Buddhist legend, Fuyuhiko possesses an
intense love-hate relationship with his mother, a relationship that
culminates in an attempt to kill her. However, whereas Ajase wishes to
kill Tdaike because she has shown her separateness (love for her
husband by attempting to abort the child whom an oracle predicts will
kill the King), Fuyuhiko attempts to kill his mother for the opposite
reason: he cannot extricate himself from a suffocating relationship
involving a strong codependency. Furthermore, if the Ajase story offers
a “happy ending”, a reconciliation between mother and child, the
television drama suggests that Fuyuhiko’s unhappy relationship with
his mother will have tragic repercussions which are to affect the
protagonist’s son as well.

Therefore one could state that the Fuyuhiko story is centered on a
rigidly fixed relationship, whereas the Ajase story is more reflecting a
changing relationship.

The psychiatrist Saito Satoru sees in the mother complex ([ 742
> |) the root of many problems of the Japanese family today. Pointing
out the problematic aspects of such a mother/son relationship. In so
doing, he indirectly challenges the Japanese child-rearing process

which favors bonding through amae’ or “skinship” .

2 About the Ajase complex, see Okonogi Keigo [ BA AN T 7L o 7 2], HRAG.
197846 A (The Ajase Complex of the Japanese, Japan Echo, Volume V, # 4, 1978 and Volume VI,

# 1, 1979). See also, Muriel Jolivet, L'Empreinte d’Ajasé dans une sociélé marquée par le

principe maternel, (YHEZESEHACHE245) Bulletin of the Faculty of Foreign Studies, Sophia

University, #24, 1989.
3 As John Bester remarks in the preface of Doi Takeo’s The Anatomy of Dependence

(Koclansha International, 1973) : “The Jupanese term amae (H %) refers, initially, to the
feelings that all normal infants at the breast harbor towards the mother ~dependence, the

desire to be passively loved, the unwillingness to be separated from the warm mother-child

circle and cast into a world of objective reality” (p.7)
4 A word coined by Hirai Nobuyoshi, a famous pediatrician.
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The setting up of the “mother complex”

Saito has written extensively on the dynamic of the mother complex?,
how it functions insidiously at the expense of mother, son and
daughter-in-law.

An example dear to Saito of the inéeption of the mother complex is
that of a child begging its mother for a glass of cold water. If it happens
to be a daughter, the mother is more likely to tell her to endure the
thirst ([F%1€ L % 211 ], But if the child happens to be a son, she is likely
to hand him a glass of lukewarm water (¥ % %), arguing that cold
water might harm his tummy. The usual pattern, accordinlg to Saito, is
for the son to drink the lukewarm water, without even arguing that he
asked for cold water in the first place. He will seldom dare rebel against
his mother’s interference with his own desire. Thus the son learns to
deny his own needs and to rely completely on his mother’s judgement,
helping her establish a situation of codependency, where she has full
control over the son and takes care that this relation does not
deteriorate. At this point, if disappointed by her husband, the mother
may also transfer onto her son her bitterness and/or disappointment. In
this way a new couple —like mother and son— (K#RIZ & B 1)
emerges in a family, with a “kangaroo mother” who allows her son to
stay in her “pouch” and indulge as much as he wants. One could argue
here that the real meaning of ofukuro (3.5 < A), the affectionate name
sons use when talking informally about their own mothers, is literally

“honorable bag”. Referring to her womb, that is, the term states that

the mother’s primary function is to give birth.

The only thing the mother cannot provide
As the father is likely to be totally devoted to his work, he makes no

effort to interfere with the “mother/son couple”, and allows his son to

5In [9H5 L&D AKKIHRBE? . (774200 3 B8 AEAL 5], 1993%F and [RIED
ahnic, B, FE L] (Women, Men and Children in the Family), )L 277 — 7 [§ £, 2004.
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stay nested inside his wife’s “pouch”. The son enjoys staying there ;
however, as he matures and begins feeling sexual drives, even his
mother must admit that there is just one thing she cannot provide : the

satisfaction of his sexual needs.

“Be satisfied with this I” ([%8(, ZhTRELZZV])

Pressure also comes from Japanese society as a whole, where men
are expected to marry in order to be “reliable”({S4/%), “stable” and
“attached to their company”®. In voicing why they marry, men usually
answer “because it is natural to do so” (H7=DHIHN 5) or “because
everybody else does” (AA LG T 57 5). |

Coming back to the son’s marriage, this new need, however, does not
dilute the mother’s power, since, according to Saito, she is the one who
will provide her son with a “lukewarm bride” (¥3 % % %4%). He describes
the “courtship” as follows. The mother produces what she thinks is a
“suitable bride”, telling her son [® 8, THhTHKIEL AL &2 ] (“Be
satisfied with this !”), which actually means “This is good enough !,
implying that however hard he tries, he will never be able to find
anyone better than herself.

Saito goes as far as to compare the marriage to a return to the

mother’s womb (G IZTFEWR Y =D T9)".

6 To the question, “Do you expect your employees to get married ? If so, around what age 77,
a company [ polled answered that it expected its male employees to be married three to
five years after being hired, since those new responsibilities were thought to strengthen

their feeling of belonging and prevent them from leaving. One could also point at the salary
increase at their “marriageable age” GHEAH), which makes it possible for the employee to
support a family (see Muriel Jolivet, L'université au seruvice de [’économie japonaise,
Economica, 1985 and Le consensus social dans l'entreprise, in Japon, Le consensus : mythe
et réualités, CESEJ, Economica, 1984, pp.139-170.

7 in. [TEENE Z Hus) (Family is frightening), H AR B¢k, 1997, p.65. (See also 1A 5 K.
[EE1Z 7 %538 ], op.cit. p.53-90.
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[THhTf% L 24 X1 (“Be satisfied with this ). 47.
(&iE=e . (75 L &0#5)) (The Diseases of Masculinity), chapter 5, in [REED LD 2., 5.

FEE] L 27— o2, 2004, p.165.

Nobody could ever compete with my mother...
Morimoto Miki (#F4<ZE4C) published a series of articles in the Asahi

News on bachelors, under the title [t & > TP v o] (Why I
Remained Single)®. The third (dated February 3, 1995), focused on a
man of 32 who could not settle down because, “no woman could ever
compete with his mother” (BHE & R#s AlL1r7z11). In their exchange
diary (2842 H D), this man apologized to his mother saying “Whenever I
think about you, I feel sorry I am not married yet.” In answer, his 60
year old mother told him that there was no point in forcing himself to
marry if he didn’t feel ready, since marriage is not the only road to
happiness (B 7 545 Z &AW D &, FEZTHFELE L a1,
She advised him to be more concerned about his diet instead.
M.Tajima, a 42 year old systems engineer interviewed in the same

8 Between January and February 1995, later published under the same title, Asahi
Shimbunsha, 1996.
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article is aware that his chances of finding a wife are poor, since his

first requirement is that she agrees to live with his mother, a widow of

74.

We are all “v ¥ 3 ” anyway !
“Whenever I ask my friends if they think I have a “mother complex”

([Bd-TwH a3 »7]), the former bachelor remarked, they answer
that we all share a “mother complex” anyway ([BldAL ¥ T 7:
& J)”. He has a girlfriend but finds it hard to imagine himself living
with her all his life because he can’t help comparing her with his
mother all the time. For him, the ideal wife would be “someone very
much like his mother” (5 & - & L7z Dh0WATE BHD L5 Lk A
BT,

The head of a famous matrimonial agency also explained to me that
the main reason men currently have difficulty finding a partner is that
they are looking for a mother (BN DEMELLY), a role no

woman would volunteer for nowadays.

A competition for mothering or how to become a better mother

Coming back to Saito’s courtship scenario, the mother says to her
future bride : [25DFHMbREEFALEAT] (“My son is very
spoiled...”), briefing her on all the son’s idiosyncrasies, his likes and
dislikes, what he enjoys éating (the so-called “#.5 < ADIL” (taste like
what my mother used to make), etc. Of course the bride-to-be listens to
her mother-in-law thinking “go to hell !”, but instead of voicing her
thoughts, enters straightforwardly into the competition, saying to
herself : &1 % »” (Don’t think you will win ! ), intending to become a
much better mother for her husband (& 1) SWEBRTALCEAHIELE
ED)

The root of the wife’s difficulty in the scenario described by Saito,

stems from the fact that no woman, however hard she tries, can
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(560 -HbhxEatAT] (“Myson is very spoiled”...)

In order to win the competition, the bride spoils him even more...

(i [Y95 L & 0#5) (The Diseases of Masculinity), chapter 5, in [ DI
J-E L] AT — o, 2004, p.171.

13
?/‘J -

successfully compete with the idealized 1mage of her mother-in-law.*

A good illustration of the devotion Saito describes was given by the
feminist Higuchi Keiko ($8C175), (one of the founders of the “bridal”
school for men (TENE2#%), in a graduation speech she gave at the school
ten years ago, when she criticized : “Too devoted wives who go so far as

squeezing toothpaste on their husbands’ toothbrush every morning...”

Expectations of “spoiled brats”
Concerning the husband’s view of marriage, Saito comments that a

man expects his wife to harbor the same unconditional love and

9 A set of hilarious examples appear in [5 (2% & !} (The Husbands’ BluesX F1 ATk ¢
il %, 1986), where a man compares, for example, his mother’s devotion in putting each
button in the buttonhole after ironing his shirts, to his wife’s not only having his shirts dry
cleaned, but also not even going to the trouble of taking them out of the transparent
plastic bag they are stored in. Once, when he complained that a button was missing, not
only didn't she offer to sew it back on, but unaffected, she replied that dry cleaners use
very strong detergents which damage the material as well as the buttons...
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forgiveness he has always received one-sidedly from his mother. He
expects his wife, for example, to let him in at whatever time he comes
home, in whatever state of drunkenness, and even to call the company
the following morning to say he has the flu (not a hangover 1) that
prevents him from going to work *. |

In a survey conducted by Croissant Magazine (#291, 25/12/95) on
home refusal syndrome (RDJFEIEEAE), the majority of the salarymen
polled who come home after 10 p.m. (when they could be home at 8 !)
answered that they firmly believed that their wife was trustingly
waiting for them while they went out drinking (BEFELTHE>TWT
< B EES ). Saito concludes forcefully that such men’s expectations
are comparable to those of “spoiled brats” (“B} T 5 #” DMEEIE = = 4

ELET B A EDEITHS)".

Emotional Incest Syndrome
About the mother-son relationship, Saito speaks of “emotional

incest” 2. According to Saito, who helped establish a “child-abuse hot
line” (JE#5100%), despite the stories that circulate in the media, the
trespassing of mother/son incest seldom ever occurs . Nevertheless, he
states that “the fact that there is no acted out incest does not free the
relation from being erotic” (X 0 AK]ZBtR). He considers, for example,
that a mother who inquires about her son’s relationship with his wife in
the following terms “Is everything really OK 77 (AHIZH &< 12T
M ?) is trespassing the borderline. (He uses the word [ %], meaning

10 g% . [RIFER{EIE] (Codependency), fi#h# 57, 1989, pp.120-124.
111In [TRIEJE VD GOIRER]Y §#aktt, 1995, p.39.
12 On this topic, see, Patricia Love and Jo Robinson’s book, The Emotional Incest Syndrome,

Bantem Books, 1990.
13 In her paper book, Permitted and Prohibited Desires {University of California Press,

1996), Anne Allison argues that the telephone counseling agency also states that mother-
son incest occurs no more often in Japan than in the United States (see, Transgressions of

the Everyday Stories of Mother-Son Incest in Japanese Popular Culture pp.467-499). I was
told the same thing by the Child Abuse Hot Line in an interview in 1997.
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abnormality or perversion).

This ambiguous relation can be found in one of Sato Hachiro’s poem

in praise of his mother, entitled : I was completely drunk (& < - E
55 TV 72 ATY), which goes

One night, completely drunk,

I fell asleep in my mother’s nightgown,
In the middle of the night, I woke up
At that time,

- Terribly upset,

I flushed, looking all around

Because I had recognized her smell... "

ODELFSIEL > TW/mATTY

B BDIVRELTHEIATT
THIZENED AT

ZOWELATT

LDTIL HDHTHATY
H1-NEBREDLLTE LML HSTZATT

BALADGNNI TN AT

Castrated by his mother
Although Fuyuhiko embodies the image of a son castrated by his

mother, he never actually sleeps with Etsuko who incarnates the “Good

Mother”, totally devoted to her son at the cost of suppressing all his

14 355 Tmd &AL, AEHOE, 1977, 37 volume, p.110.

— 107 —



10 Muriel JOLIVET

cexual needs. That Etsuko is a widow may not be so relevant to the
situation, as many married women in Japan also have “single mother”
. elationships with their sons, with husbands totally committed to thelr
work or transferred alone to remote cities or countries.

The “emotional incest” between Etsuko and Fuyuhiko contrasts with
the “non-sexual” relationship of son and daughter-in-law. Fuyuhiko 1s

unable to approach his wife Miwa, and the marriage remains “sexless”

for several months.

Platonic marriage
Recently this phenomenon has been referred too by psychiatrist

Shibata Tzuru (%) as incomplete marriage ([ FFEHAME]), of which
he gives the following description: “Although the couple has been
married for several months, sexual intercourse has never actually taken
place.” ® His male patients who complain of such a marital relationship
have been increasing over the last ten years. They average around 29
years of age ; 80% are university graduates and another 70% belong to
the business elite or work as a government employee. Shibata thinks
that his male patients are more concerned about their reputation or
loss of credibility than they are with the gravity of the situation, as
shown by the fact that when a divorce eventually takes place, they are
likely to interrupt the treatment at once.

Although the situation of an “incomplete marriage” is very complex,
Shibata argues that it originates in the son’s maternal image, and the
strong link to his mother, which tends to consume all his energy. At the
root of the problem, says Shibata, lies the son’s nostalgic image of

women of his mother’s generation, in sharp contrast with the self-

assertive young ladies of today.
In a series of articles, interestingly labeled “Otokology”, another

psychiatrist, Abe Teruo (FiER#EK) specializing in sexology, who coined

15 [k ALz e B 725, The Asahi Shimbun, 5 January 1990, evening edition.
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the word “sexless couples”, stated that Fuyuhiko type men —whom he
describes as “mairied virgins, who have no interest in women”— are on
the increase. He mentions a 32 year old patient whose marriage
remained platonic for three years. His patients include engineers,

doctors, bank employees, etc. Shared caracteristics are : to be an only

son, to have contracted an arranged marriage... and to have an over-

interfering mother .

Kumagai Tomoya (AE#-HAER), founder of the Japan Cherry Boys
Associate, told me that some of the 200 members of his club say that
they are self sufficient and that they don’t need to fall in love (785 13
MBI, — ATHS75]). Discussions range between the difficulties or
disabilities they experience in dealing with women. Complains are also
voiced around the burden or loss of energy involved in falling in love.
Some, aged between 25 and thirty something acknowledge that they

have never spoken to a woman, while others say that they are too proud

to allow themselves to fall in love.

The after-effects of the mother’s overinterference

Rather than “mother complex”, the sex therapist Narabayashi
Yasushi (R E#{¥) ", favors the term “mother fixation”, meaning that
sons become literally obsessed with their mothers. He gave me the
example of bridegrooms spending their honeymoon in a Waikiki resort
in Hawaii, who are unable to approach their wife without their
mother’s image interfering to remind them how devoted she has always
been and how indebted they are to her. “Their impotence is the
expression of a maternal castration which inhibits their sexuality,

because these young men cannot help from feeling that they are

164 v ¥ 2L ZFKh] “Otokogogy”, the Yomiuri 5 January 1996. Recently, articles on
“sexless couples” are mushrooming. See for example AERA [ &kt v o 24 UEH 7 13-
10/5/2004, SPA [&20+ v o Z L Z J{4 8, 11/3/2003, or more recently, Yomiuri Weekly,
(Bt o 2L 2 i BHEEJ200AD &), 31/10/2004.

17 Author of Tt w2 2L Z, 1o 7 0} BEUAELE L 7245 (Sexless Couples), & #p A K

hR,1997.
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beiraying their mothers. It is not easy to cure them because sexuality is

established during childhood.” '*

Botween the “Peter Pans”, the “Moratoritsm People” and the
“Parasite Singles”

For Narabayashi, the most dramatic consequence of the “mother
fixation” is the lack of desire to grow up and to become a responsible
adult (—AB), a phenomenon not unrelated to what Dan Kiley has
labeled the “Peter Pan Syndrome” . This trend has also been
pinpointed by the psychiatrist Okonogi Keigo in his study on
Moratorium People ([ €7 b 1) 7 4 ARDOEAC]*, which has been
reactivated more recently by Yamada Masahiro’s (LIHE35L) best-seller
on Parasite Singles ([737 %4 I, ¥ v 7 LDR])?*, which deals with
the unwillingness expressed by youngsters of both sexes to become an

independent and a grown up adult.
At the root of the problem lies for him the fatherless situation which

deprives the son of the indispensable psychological process to help free

himself from the dyade his mother keeps him in.

“How could he ever make it without me 27
Like the sons in the mother-son incest fantasies cited by Anne

Allison®, Fuyuhiko is “castrated” by his mother, who “is a parasite who
lives from the pleasure and success he provides her.” Etsuko’s power
over Fuyuhiko results in a codependent relationship which brings her

great satisfaction. She is then able to say to herself, “How could he ever

18 Quote from an interview he granted me on 11 May 1998, which can be found in Homo
Japonicus, Picquier, 2000, pp-119-129.

19 Dodd, Mead & Company, New York, 1983.

20 WWAHETE. 1978,

21 5< £HE. 1999,
22 in, Transgressions of the Everyday : Stories of Mother-Son Incest in Japanese Popular

Culture, Duke University 1994. (Also to be found in, Permitted and Prohihited Desires,
University of California Press, 1996, pp.123-145).
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make it without me 2" The situation gives her a purpose in life and
protects her from the depression of the empty nest syndrome. It works
against Fuyuhiko however, who, blocked at both the physical and
emotional level is clearly incapable of falling in love, as he was never
given a chance to love anybody but himself. Still a virgin in his mid
twenties, he lacks the basic skills to know how to approach a woman.

In her analysis of mother-son incest fantasies, Anne Allison says
that “Having thus devoured him, the mother leaves the boy emotionally
and sexually impotent (...) In this sense, the gender roles are switched ;
the incestuous mother becomes the phallic player, and her incestuous
son is transformed into her de-phallicized object”. Quoting Narabayashi
Yasushi, she says that “Japanese men with so-called mother complexes
are said typically to suffer sexual dysfunctions (i.e. impotency most of
the time) with adult women”.® |

Ambivalent as it may be on the emotional level, Fuyuhiko’s actual
behavior towards his mother strikes us as expressing hatred. Although
he is totally dependent on her and cannot escape her interference® and
“remote control”, one cannot fail to notice that he never expresses any
kind of affection towards her. Indeed, he hardly even speaks to her,

only uttering “prehistoric grunts” she is expected to decipher and

interpret, depending on the situation.

Behind the “Fuyuhiko syndrome”
Fuyuhiko embodies what one could label “the Good Boy Syndrome”*,

as he has gratifyingly fulfilled his mother’s dearest dreams. From
Tokyo University, he jumps into an “elite company” (— ¥t 23€) where he
does very well, at least at the beginning, because he is addicted both to

23 ibid. p.491-492.
24 Although Etsuko lives in Sendai, and the couple in Tokyo, she has a master key which

enables her to invade the couple’s privacy whenever she chooses to. Miwa is only informed
of her mother-in-law’s arrival when she discovers her shoes lined up in the vestibule.
25 After William Fezler & Eleanor S.Field's book, The Good Girl Syndrome, Macmillan

edition, 1985.

— 111 =



14 Muriel JOLIVET

his work (a workaholic) and to his computer (he is one of the first breed
of otakuzoku). Computers make him feel high, something he has never
experienced with humans and/or with the opposite sex. A computer
engineer, he often works the night shift —which does not preveiit him
from locking himself up with his computer games as soon as he reaches
home, since nothing brings him greater satisfaction.

Fuyuhiko has transferred his sexual drives onto computers and onto
his work, and in so doing, he is clearly an employee easy to deal with
(HERA D vy AfE) for the company he works for.

Problems in Fuyuhiko’s emotional life do arise though, at different
levels. First of all, on the sexual level, as he incarnates what might be
called a “non-sexual person”. He is depicted as so lacking in sex appeal
that we imagine no woman has ever noticed him or fallen in love with
him, and that he would never have found a bride without his mother’s
help in arranging his marriage with a woman he confesses at the end of
the TV drama, he loved all along. Although he may believe he has
contracted a love match (ZRE4E#), he actually had to rely on a system
(74 ) which can help “difficult” cases find a match.

Saito argues that the business world encourages and relies on
workers similar to those he describes as “easy to handle”, who jump
from the mother’s pouch into that of the company. The company in turn
takes over the care of these employees provided that they accept 1t’s
“remote control”. It becomes what Saito labels a “false” or pseudo-
family” (#8123 1%), where the employee is allowed to indulge a
situation, from which he must learn to wean himself (+ 7 U — v Y33

HEN DB TT).

In order to function, furthermore, the “easy to handle employee”
badly needs his wife’s cooperation, a reality attested by a survey
conducted in 1989 by the Croissant Magazine, which showed that a
salaryman’s greatest fear is to survive his wife’s death. This fear is not

unsubstantiated, as a man over sixty, whose wife passes away has a life
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expectancy of only three years, albeit a widow by contrast, can expect to
live another ten years after the death of her husband..

Behind the smooth facade however, one does not fail to notice that
this system operates at the cost of the worker’s free will, as it prevents
him from asking himself relevant questions such as “who am I 77,
“What is my purpose in life ?”, “What am I living for ?” and least of all
“Am I satisfied with my life/ work/ wife/ family ?”, etc.

Saito Shigeo (A% 5), a former freelance journalist, author of
several books on social dysfunction, goes as far as to speak of “mind
control”, since he states that the workaholics he interviewed #* almost
never criticized their work or their company. Addicted to their job,
“they are high (F- 7-IkHE), which enables them to say they actually
“enjoy” their work, which gives them great satisfaction (F L), even if,
according to a survey conducted by a life insurance company, of 500
salarymen in their twenties, thirties, forties and fifties working in

Tokyo, one employee out of two acknowledges that he feels in danger of

sudden death due to overwork GAJ77E) .

The psychiatrist Sekiya Toru (B#&3%), who deals mainly with
exhausted salarymen who suffer from work refusal (HHHEE), observes
similar patterns of thinking among his patients who are at a loss when
they feel unfairly treated by their employer, since work is their only
purpose in life.

During a six week seminar conducted by Saito Satoru on men’s
studies (in February and March 1995), he acknowledged that when he
established his first “workaholic self-help group, no one turned up
except one old lady who came to complain that her daughter-in-law did

26 See LSRR [%7-5 D4 > ] (The Husbands' Blues), NHKIFHE,  FIATGY Sl 22

1986.
27 Quoted from the Asahi Shimbun, August 25, 1989. See Croissant Magazine, November

1989, p.70.(0n “karoshi”, see also, {i#77¥t] (When the “Corporate Warrior” Dies), E5E3 N
1990 and (3875 #£110% ) (Karoshi Hot Line), £31il{l}1989
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not wake up to greet her son, who came home every day at 1 a.m. The
second person to attend was a masseur who came to find prospective
clients, assuming that workaholics would be likely to need his skills to
relax their stiff necks and exhausted bodies...

For Saito Satoru, the greatest emotional problem faced by men in
this country is their inability to “kill the mother” (BffZ L T & 7 1), This
dilemma is extremely well expressed at the end of the TV drama when,
after throwing his computer out of the window, Fuyuhiko attempts to
kill his mother saying to his wife Miwa, “Now at last we can be free !”
Jail might have been the cost he had to pay for his release from Etsuko.
However, even after she has been hospitalized from the almost-fatal
blow Fuyuhiko inflicts upon her, she denies his attack to the
authorities. The drama ends in the very way it began, with the mother
organizing for Fuyuhiko another arranged marriage with another
“lukewarm bride”, who looks very much like his ex-wife Miwa, while
the latter starts a new life with her ex-boyfriend, who agrees to raise
the child by Fuyuhiko, Miwa 1s then expecting.

Etsuko is once more holding the remote control, and Fuyukiko acting
like her puppet, falling back into the only pattern available to him, that

of Mama’s boy !
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