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Abstract

The purpose of this research note is to locate a social ecologist
Murray Bookchin (1921-2006) in the historical context, particularly
that of the 1960s. In 1962, a half year prior to the publication of Rachel
Carson’s Silent Spring, he published Our Synthetic Environment, under
the pseudonym Lewis Herber, alarming the possible effects of food
preservatives, pesticides and X-radiation on human health. Born in
New York City to Russian Jewish immigrant parents who were active
in the Russian revolutionary movement, growing up as a proletarian
socialist during the Great Depression, facing the postwar society
of consolidated capitalism, he helped start the ecology movement,
embraced the feminist movement as anti-hierarchical, and developed
his own democratic, communalist politics.

During the 1960s, as the New Left and counterculture movements
emerged, Bookchin popularized his libertarian and ecological ideas
while he suggested “liberatory technology” using alternative, renewable
energy sources and micro-technologies. In the late1960s he taught at
the Alternative University in New York and at City University of New
York in Staten Island. In 1974 co-founding the Institute for Social
Ecology in Vermont, he also began teaching at Ramapo College of New
Jersey, where he later became an emeritus professor of social theory. As
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the author of two dozen books and numerous articles, Bookchin was a
radical anti-capitalist and advocated a theory of face-to-face, grassroots
democracy, which has influenced the Green Movement since the 1960s.
Meanwhile, he was a critic of bio-centric philosophies such as deep
ecology, and his criticisms contributed to the divisions that affected the

American ecological movement.
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v

HEZ e b7l D, 1960 U [BBsar | ORMUDOHRT & LT
Aok &, A& BROBRAM DN S K E Sz, Laflich T
&7z, T LT, 60 FAALIRE. ARUFHED 7201, BBREROLZAD
AN E N C&E 72, T2 THERBINRNZAZDIE, WEREES 5 HAIC.
<ABEHR>S EOBBRAHRL T2 I RTh S, THIILRD@ED |
T4 =7 - xauv—itAhond &Sk, BEREE < ABEBR> DR
FREMED T 2202 ARENE HHE—#ICL 5 A 2da%E 72 F
12 Murray Bookchin, Contemporary Issues, vol. 10, no. 39, August-September 1960, pp.

191-216; idem., “Ecology and Revolutionary Thought,” Anarchos, vol. 1, no. 1, February

1968.
13 Murray Bookchin, The Ecology of Freedom (Palo Alto, CA: Cheshire, 1982), p. 340.
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VIEBEH L 72, WIS [N T4 —-T -
IV NTH DB AT FEFEL2EHL T
BEholzl. B H VY —OIERTTNOEFEIL 722
EEMTLEMMIERICE LD EDEIINZ BN,
L2l [KXFD] 74 =7 -xauv bkt
WA T - T 7 URBRERERK T - 2T 7 —
2 M EIZE 5T AOHRIE BB S8 LT
e B, 7 DIERSR E TR A RS -
ERIEZR A & DR A I C % 72, Dave Foreman

Z{¥ZHIITVALELTOTZF UL, 196247 —V v [Tk
D # (Silent Spring) | 124 A U T, [Te4 DAKRNEREE] 2R L. [BR
BifRaE D 1960 48] OREAEY > THEETREIZ R Lz, &SR
e U CHEEADZ, WEXHAIH TS Z DA% 5, BERNEBO
M EmRLE eI d B, e 2R, BUEDKEI TS50 D& LT
AT - B R A HIET [V RIABE R (bA2VIEMAEXE
B Lz - vy b)) 2 4), ARIKESWNEOF G % B4 L TR
s [AMEHPOERICH] ##0RY [F4—7 - 2wy (=3 - &
YEYUZA)] OMGFEMRALTES, 2OMHBIE, b5 KEIFICK
2L -7 7YX LDFE BN BRSSP A M5 d 5 fakik &2 8L o
726 ThbH,

ZZT, RREATELZ NG Lhand, 727 F Y OBEBLNNED
FIRERDEHIZEA S, [BREREHEENALER] dxa - 77 24
B B VIEFER [FEACBIER) (S = 2 AUFBRIRE R 22 8, BURD
[BRGEEE SR ESR] FMk. BRRTE280TidAw., 7 [BE
B+ 2R IE R ] ERERIIC IO U 2 5 7208, EBEICBREEIE R O+l
AT ATREYE (sustainability) A3V T, AR O EFE AR L
w0, il [BRERAE A SIER] 20 8372 F i3, BREAMZE]
(environmental racism) X NIMBY (not in my backyard) JEfEHER 2

14 ~HERICBI3T727F VD [V—vy b - 2aav—| T4 7vV60 [F4—7 -
Tavy—| ORVIZBELTE, HFE [BREEE R L2 ofsiTRel: 720 soxao
U= ] AR [ 27 4 F T aitaE2» X LT (B, 2008) %%
M X7z,
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HADOKFE LIS L 28R IEH (environmental justice) . BREZM AL
(environmental equity) . BREIR T FFRO BHMRFHIB T L HE L TR,
VY512, 727 F 360 FARLETRLL Tho7z [V R FILEREIE® ]
&[T =7 -x2auv—] OWFIZ. E5%2BIMDIAND %KD 5H
127 T4 WINBREEMD TRV BLSEHL T2, &0 TR
ENBZRENDEDTH B,

2

1910s Murray’s Russian Jewish parents active in the Russian revolutionary movement/
immigrated to the United States

1921 born in New York City

1930 joined Young Communist League

1936 involved in organizing activities around the Spanish Civil War

1939 left Communists due to the Stalin-Hitler pact; aligned with the American Trotskyists
; joined Congress of Industrial Organizations mid-40sserved the U.S. Army; joined
United Auto Workers (UAW)

1948 participating in the great General Motors strike
working with a group of dissident German Marxists in New York (International
Kommunisten Deutschlands )

1952 “The Problem of Chemicals in Food” Contemporary Issues

1962 In Our Synthetic Environment (pseud.Lewis Herber) [anarchist tradition of Peter
Kropotkin, decentralist and antihierarchical ideas]

1964 “Ecology and Revolutionary Thought” [social ecology = ecology + anarchism]

1965 Cirisis in Our Cities

1965 “Towards a Liberatory Technology” [a new ecotechnics using alternative, renewable
energy sources and microtechnologies]

1969 “Listen, Marxist!” [warning SDS against its imminent takeover by a Maoist group] start
teaching at the Alternative University in New York, and City University of New York in
Staten Island

1970 Ecology and Revolutionary Thought

1971 Post-Scarcity Anarchism

1974 co-founded and directed the Institute for Social Ecology in Plainfield, Vermont

1974 start teaching at Ramapo College of New Jersey

1974 The Limits of the City

1977 The Spanish Anarchists: The Heroic Years

1980 Toward an Ecological Society
1982 The Ecology of Freedom: The Emergence and Dissolution of Hierarchy

1983 retired from a full professor of social theory from Ramapo College

1984 Re-Enchanting Humanity: A Defense of the Human Spirit against Antihumanism
Mysticism and Primitivism

1986 The Modern Crisis




1987
1987
1987

1988
1990
1992
1993
1993
1994
1996
1997
1997
1999
2002
2006
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Philosophy of Social Ecology

The Rise of Urbanization and the Decline of Citizenship

Initiating “The Great Debate” between Social and Deep Ecologies at the Second
National Green Gathering

co-founded the Left Green Network

The Philosophy of Social Ecology: Essays on Dialectical Naturalism

“The Ghost of Anarcho-Syndicalism” [distancing from anarchism]

Deep Ecology & Anarchism: A Polemic

Which Way for the Ecology Movement?

To Remember Spain: The Anarchist and Syndicalist Revolution of 1936

The Third Revolution. Popular Movements in the Revolutionary Era, 4 vols (1996-2003)
Social Anarchism or Lifestyle Anarchism: An Unbridgeable Chasm

The Politics of Social Ecology: Libertarian Municipalism

Anarchism, Marxism and the Future of the Left. Interviews and Essays

“The Communalist Project” [rejected anarchism altogether in favor of communalism]
died in Burlington, Vermont

* AR L [RlAmiREmih e FR7E (A) 1960 FUOXKEIZH T 5
AR & 7 OB 2 RAHIT7E] ORRO—EBTH 5.



