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History of the Progress of Activities and Education within the
Research Course for Communication Disorders at Sophia University
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Shindo Mitsuko

It is the purpose of this research note to illustrate the roots of speech-
language-hearing disorders and their development in Europe, America and
Japan, with particular focus on such activities and education within the
Research Course for Communication Disorders at Sophia University.

First, this note describes the emergence of professionalism of Speech-
Language-Hearing in the late 19" and early 20" century in Europe and
America. Next, the origins of the profession(ASHA: American Speech-
Language-Hearing Association) are located around 1925, when those
working in the field of speech disorders and speech correction established
their own organization.

On the other hand, in Japan, it is about 70 years later than in
America that the history of professionalism of Speech-Language-
Audiology started. After many sufferings and tribulations to establish
the national qualification of Speech-Language-Hearing Therapist, the
Japanese Association of the Speech-Language-Hearing Therapist was
established in 2000.

In 1985, the Research Course for Communication Disorders at Sophia
University was started by Prof.Claude Roberge and Prof. Kyoko Iitaka,
and research education of Speech-Language-Hearing Therapist progressed.
Presently, such devoted activities and education at Research Course for
Communication Disorders at Sophia University are continued. For the
future, we will give students an education to contribute to this field of

Speech-Language-Hearing Disorders of Japan and the world.
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