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Americanization of Football (2) Toward a Trans-Atlantic
History of the 19th Century College Sports
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The purpose of this research note is to locate a trans-Atlantic movement
of sports in proper perspective by analyzing the early transformation of
football, with particular focus on the higher educational institutions. It will
first describe the historiographical necessity of “post-national/ist” American
Studies. Then, it will illustrate how British football, namely soccer and
rugby, came across the Atlantic to American colleges in the 19th century.
And it will depict how these two types of European footballs transformed
themselves into American style football especially in the 1870s. As Walter
Camp, the “farther of American football,” among others depicted, in the
evolution of American football from English rugby, the initial years during
the Gilded Age was extremely critical. When American football gained
popularity in the late 19th century, it was significantly rougher than the
game into which it eventually evolved. Finally this note will end with
an observation that various factors including “muscular Christianity”
contributed to the evolution of American football into a form that one could

recognize as “American” game.
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18 Camp, American Football, 20-21; Walter Camp. Walter Camp’s Book of College Sports, New
and Revised Edition, New York: The Century, 1901, 88; Walter Camp, The Book of Football.
New York: The Century, 1910, reprint, 2010, 14.

19 Walter Camp, “College Football” Harper’s Weekly 27 November, 1897, 1186.
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