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An Analysis of Transnational Encounters in Private
Spaces in Occupied Japan and (West) Germany: A
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INERIAN, Ny T4 —=F - Th—4,
IVAT4 YT -~YMA, By F - Uxr—F
Kazuto OsHIO, Bettina BLUM,

Christine DE MATOS, Rowena WARD

The purpose of this note is to propose our research project on the
trans-national movement of persons to and from occupied Japan and
Germany. It includes the examination of cultural experiences that
arose at the site of “private sphere,” or residential areas constructed
or obtained in occupied Japan and Germany for occupying military
personnel and their families. Placed under the authority of the
Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP) with its defeat
in 1945, Japan witnessed the arrival of numerous foreign military
personnel and their families who resided in dependent housings.
Whether located in Tokyo or in other parts of the country, these
residences became the central transmitter of western/American
culture and various sociopolitical negotiations against the backdrop of
complex racial/ethnic and (inter) national politics in postwar Japan.
Was there a particular kind of “American” culture dependent housings
projected? Did they reinforce boundaries established by the occupation?
Were they sites of transgressions of boundaries established by the

occupation? Were “American” perspectives influenced by the experience
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of residing in dependent housings? How about the cases of British
Commonwealth Occupation Forces (BCOF)? These are some questions
we plan to investigate. This project is worthy because it delves into the
definition and meaning of the cultural and personal boundaries that are
reinforced or transgressed in domestic or informal spaces.

The historiography of occupation studies is interdisciplinary and
mainly covers areas such as national “rebuilding,” policy-making, legal
issues, media/censorship, education “reform” and literature and film
topics. Most of the studies are placed in a national framework generally
ignoring the housing situation and daily experiences of the military/
civilian personnel and their families in occupied Japan and Germany.
As for cold war cultural studies, increasing number of studies place
power politics at the center when discussing intercultural “public”
exchanges among diplomatic or international contact. Research in
this area often uses categorizations with little or no reference to the
diverse experiences of individuals. For one, exploring the history
and cultural experiences of dependent housings generates discussion
between occupation studies, cold war cultural studies, gender studies,
transpacific studies, and postcolonial studies. The recent works of
trans-national and postcolonial studies offer valuable frameworks that
encompass multi-national activities of diverse subjects that emphasize

personal, national, organizational, and group agency.
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1 ARiE 2020 411 H 20 Bicfrbh 2 [EEE RO MEM B CHE S 728 D Th %, The
International Symposium, entitled “Occupied Spaces: A Comparative Historical Analysis
of Transnational Encounters in Private Spaces in Occupied Japan and (West) Germany,
1945-1955,” was one of the events in Sophia Open Research Weeks. Kazuto Oshio,
Director, Institute of American and Canadian Studies /~ Professor, Sophia University
(Japan), “US-Japanese Encounters in Occupied ‘Private’ Spaces in Japan: A Case of
Grant Heights”. Rowena Ward, Senior Lecturer, University of Wollongong (Australia),
“Introduction to Brindiv”’. Christine De Matos, Associate Dean, Academic Development
and Research / Senior Lecturer, University of Notre Dame (Australia), “The Occupied
Home: Labor and Power in Occupied Germany and Japan”. and Bettina Blum, Research
fellow, Paderborn University (Germany), “Experiences of Occupation: Anglo-German
Encounters in Requisitioned Spaces in Germany, 1945-1955.” & XAk o H 3l 55 %
BT, R - & - 7 AE [N BAEDOXIITAEFTL T 5207 7 AMZE=
[ElDOWFFEE 2 ikt U, BENC S 2 72 HO B A R & 13585 2 2 S BWE L 72K
PUYRYY LTI, ThE CEMR SN TE WG SHEIIZO [FEERIE] & [RArak] 2
BRES T, HMZE=IEORKEI L) V-G 2T A -7z, autfl, X—4EXAD
FliZwm2 L, 3 —av3 ok mPRER2 6 OREREZMZ . RS N2 T d - 72728 2021
FRIZTREN TS DFG (F A AR E) 7 —2 2 3 » TI2BF 2824 L k>
7z. https://dept.sophia.ac.jp/is/amecana/lecturemeeting/201120-occupied-spaces/
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Shiz, HEEO—B & U TRENCIRE SN 2KEE ., S NIS@E» 7z
Bl N % & 2305 - Rig - [Tk Elcb 0T, BELZHROPTEH
WEHIB XS mb e, ANERADRE S DL ~ILTABBIRSREL T
Wo72DTH 5, °

P Eokk7Z ol g & 3o HIC . HEEHOREER ikIT R 4 DOEI TR K 5
Tz, HARZIERICEAN O HE Y — v 25729, Fio7 2 ) Ha%RE
(LUF. KE) 2EfE2#D, 24 9 7 E2BEL Tz, L L, RINEE
EBEMEO XL, %E, £ VP, A—=ZF+FV7, Z2—-Y—=FVFD
PR TRER X N B R EHIS S HHE  (British Commonwealth Occupation
Forces: BCOF) IZH|DETE5h T\, Wbwd [¥y 4 CKRE, vV

2 Christopher Knowles, “Military occupation as a system of rule,” In the Long Run,
University of Cambridge, 18 September 2018. http://www.inthelongrun.org/articles/
article/military-occupation-as-a-system-of-rule/.

3 See for example: Roy Bainton, The Long Patrol: The British in Germany Since 1945
(Edinburgh: Mainstream Publishing, 2003, C. de Matos, “A Very Gendered Occupation:
Australian Women as ‘Conquerors’ and ‘Liberators,” US-Japan Women’s Journal 33
(2007): 87-107.
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Fan o BER - RR - SR AR - ARG E A RELS B D, UFED
HROFOHN M E LTz, 20T &3, HEEO—HE L TRENCR
EENEFER, GETICEINZBHOALIZ, ZTRHEDENWRED K
OB E G A0, e, HEELHMMEOM G2, EE A WA 2B
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MROBK

HAE FA Y OHEIZBE 2 HiZ. 22 ho A& 5112 517
FEL Tz, MO HIZ. AN AELEREEZED. B2k &0
HAHD B & FOEIC S A ST O, (HAEICEERIG L 7 A4 onlfEs:
RNFE LTEBR L, S BRI R, miGEIZET 2 & EEcE

4 C. de Matos, “The Allied Occupation of Japan: An Australian View,” The Asia-Pacific
Journal 3, no. 7 (July 2005): 1-6. https:/apjjf.org/-Christine-de-Matos/1765/article.html.
James Wood, The Forgotten Force: The Australian Military Contribution to the Occupation
of Japan 1945-1952 (St Leonards, NSW: Allen & Unwin, 1998).

5 Susan L. Carruthers, The Good Occupation: American Soldiers and the Hazards of Peace
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2016). Wolfgang Benz (ed.), Deutschland
unter alliierter Besatzung 1945-1949/55 (Berlin: Ein Handbuch, 1999).

6 See examples for Japan: GHQ Design Branch Japanese Staff, et al. (eds.), Dependents
Housing (Tokyo, 1948). T. A. G. Hungerford, Sowers of the Wind: A Novel of the
Occupation of Japan (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1954). See examples for Germany:
Victor Gollancz, In Darkest Germany (London: Victor Gollancz, 1947), Stephen Spender,
European Witness (London: Right Book Club, 1946). Hans Habe, Off Limits (Miinchen/
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IR ORI A RIZ L2 D TH > 72, TIEFTIE. [ HEE &l EH
EDOBDO LR EHALERR. [#HHE] & LTokMs & P oA
REMO FHRMEICHELTE Y T LMERS RSN D K51k -7, 8
e ZE, VAN Ty — - oA HIa - Ty Ui, E
HHEEZ LD Y 27 4, T 4ab5, BUBMTERIZH T 2 BFEOBRIZL -
TS b X Nzmn) HEOZELE LT T TW3, LiEAE 2 R &
LTZIANSGNS 20121, HENZMHEERZEGD. HEOEE & 5%
MiEET2RENH 5, G, ROV L TH2ICEEE LA [
A &P ] OROEN L HBE/RE LTHERT 52N TES, ° L
oMo T IR, BUAEL 2 EREZ XL, WMOME D, BT sZ L7
JCa<, ERIE - A - BN - BEA - BAL L COREI %S NH
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Wien/Basel: Roman der Besatzung Deutschlands, 1955).

7 See examples for Japan: C. de Matos, Imposing Peace and Prosperity: Australia, Social
Justice and Labour Reform in Occupied Japan (Melbourne: Australian Scholarly
Publishing, 2008). Eiji Takamae, The Allied Occupation of Japan (New York/London:
Continuum, 2003). Howard B. Schonberger, Aftermath of War: Americans and the
Remaking of Japan (Kent: Kent State University Press, 1989). Peter Bates, Japan and
the British Commonwealth Occupation Force 1946-52 (New York: Brassey’s, 1993).
Yoneyuki Sugita, Pitfall or Panacea: The Irony of U.S. Power in Occupied Japan, 1945-
1952 (New York: Routledge, 2003). See examples for Germany: Rebecca L. Boehling,
A Question of Priorities: Democratic Reforms and Recovery in Postwar Germany (New
York/Oxford: Berghahn Books, 1996). Ian D. Turner (ed.), Reconstruction in Post-
War Germany: British Occupation Policy and the Western Zones 1945-55 (Oxford/New
York/Munchen: Berg Publishers, 1989). Adolf Birke and Eva Mayring (eds.), Britische
Besatzung in Deutschland: Aktenerschliessung und Forschungsfelder (London: DHI
London, 1992). Josef Foschepoth and Rolf Steininger (eds.), Britische Deutschland- und
Besatzungspolitik (Paderborn: Schoningh, 1985).

8 See Tatjana Tonsmeyer, Besatzungsgesellschaften, “Begriffliche und konzeptionelle
Uberlegungen zur Erfahrungsgeschichte des Alltags unter deutscher Besatzung im
Zweiten Weltkrieg, Version: 1.0,” Docupedia-Zeitgeschichte, 18 December 2015. http://
docupedia.de/zg/toensmeyer_besatzungsgesellschaften_v1_de_2015, DOI: http://dx.doi.
org/10.14765/zzf.dok.2.663.v1.

9 Camilo Erlichman and Christopher Knowles, “Introduction: Reframing Occupation as a
System of Rule,” in Transforming Occupation in the Western Zones of Germany: Politics.
Everyday Life and Social Interactions, 1945-55, edited by C. Erlichman and C. Knowles,
3-24. (London: Bloomsbury, 2018).
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veZVY o A KB EBRIEATE T, KENC KB F Ay, wE H
ADEHETICBTE3Y 2 v & —, 2y a7 )74, AR, BERICBET 3
RIRRIT IR DL ERFET 25 L TH B, ZOWFIE. thDoZ <D
Fge L ARRIC, BB OBH B 7 27 82— L LTOXREORHE 4 KEEL T
B A=V ELVIZZOEEE [ KEDOFE|LIFATHS, ' ZO[FFE ]
OWEZFRE L., FriiR FRSHE L TOMRENKEDO 7 v 27
Va FLEBRICE A BB EWENITE 201013, X F X A4

10 Focusing on Japan, see for example: Sarah Kovner, Occupying Power: Sex Workers
and Servicemen in Postwar Japan (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2012), Mire
Koikari, Pedagogy of Democracy: Feminism and the Cold War in the U.S. Occupation of
Japan (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2009). Mark McLelland, Love, Sex, and
Democracy in Japan During the American Occupation (New York: Palgrave Macmillan,
2012). Robin Gerster, Travels in Atomic Sunshine: Australia and the Occupation of
Japan (Melbourne: Scribe, 2008), Walter Hamilton, Children of the Occupation: Japan’s
Untold Story (Sydney: NewSouth, 2012). Naoko Shibusawa, America’s Geisha Ally:
Reimagining the Japanese Enemy (Cambridge MA: Harvard University Press, 2006).
Focusing on Germany, see for example: Maria Hohn, GIs and Frduleins: The German-
American Encounter in 1950s West Germany (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2002). Silke Satjukow and Barbara Stelzl-Marx (eds), Besatzungskinder: Die
Nachkommen alliierter Soldaten in Osterreich und Deutschland (Kéln: Bohlau, 2016).
Petra Goedde, GIs and Germans: Culture, Gender, and Foreign Relations, 1945-1949
(New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003). Timothy L. Schroer, Recasting Race after
World War II: Germans and African Americans in American occupied Germany (Boulder:
University of Colorado Press, 2007).

11 Maria Héhn and Seungsook Moon (eds.), “Over There”: Living with the U.S. Military
Empire from World War II to the Present (Durham NC: Duke University Press, 2010).
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12&% [7A) A EETOHARE FA Y OHEEERFICHT 2078 2 —
Py AIH—20 [RWVETH?] BERHBH, ZThbidnFhd KE
DFHENHEEHEUT TS, B 4 FIWFIZH 72> CTREBRTE/RE LD,
P, A =2+ 7 )7 & LEGKEIGE L 72 2003 fRLARE. HAR, FA4 v,
45203 ODLHEMEEE L2 2F 4 72k 2 HEIZErhrbo$, &
BRI HAHIGER 24T - T 2 FE AN, FHOKREIDSA TRz E AL &
WOREETH D, ZrEITZ, I oA iuda b munbism
i, SEORKMEAEZE L DD, Tha@ll 2EE NHEICE T 55
FRSHAIL, HAEOEIKE T3 MR Z MO T2 EF A 0,

FeEReE
T TEOM I N HELMEILITOMD TH 5,

C A CRIGEI M) & R4y CRIESMEIR) L2k B
ERBEOMZERITE D LS ITHE S, Mt s, WoKix o »
THNTNWEDL» T ZTREDOH L il Lot ER E OBIZIZ. &
REFZBIEARD) Vo RTI 227 =2 3 VvDITA UDBTEL T
722 Y BT ORKRO=DIHH =4 v 7 71, EiEESIZL
720, FHELZD L TW=0n?

12 Héhn and Moon, “Over There”, 17-20.

13 Masako Shibata, Japan and Germany under the US Occupation: A Comparative Analysis
of Post-War Education Reform (Lanham: Lexington Books, 2008). Masako Shibata,
“Religious education reform under the US military occupation: The interpretation of
state Shinto in Japan and Nazism in Germany,” Compare: A Journal of Comparative and
International Education 34, no. 4 (2004): 425-442, Carruthers, The Good Occupation.
There have also been comparative studies on the postwar/post-occupation societies and
memory building in Japan and Germany, such as Ian Buruma, The Wages of Guilt:
Memories of War in Germany and Japan (London: New York Review of Books, 1994).
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14 “British Forces in Germany: The Occupation and the Stationing of Troops in a Transnational

Perspective.”
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1946 -3 H2 5 1947410 H £ TOM. HADOIH I 5HHH  (British
Commonwealth Occupation Forces) (Z& /Il L 7z %I (BRINDIV,
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15 See Bettina Blum, “My home, your castle’: British Requisitioning of German Homes in
Westphalia,” in Transforming Occupation in the Western Zones of Germany, 115-123.

16 de Matos, “A Very Gendered Occupation,” 87-107.

17 For example, “The Occupied Home: Women, domestic work and power in the Allied
Occupation of Germany, 1945-1949,” currently undergoing revisions as part of peer
review in an international women’s journal.
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18 Christine De Matos and Rowena Ward, (eds). Gender, Power, and Military Occupations: Asia
Pacific and the Middle East since 1945 (New York: Routledge, 2012).

19 Oshio Kazuto, “From Violence to Invisible Violence: A Post-World War II Globalization
of the American Suburb: Response to Kenneth T. Jackson, ‘The Road to Hell,” Kyoto
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